
EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 MINUTES 
 May 16, 2003 
 
MEMBERS MEMBERS   
PRESENT ABSENT   GUESTS  BEMS STAFF 
Orlando Alcordo, Jr. Mary Briden Janine Anderson Judi Crume 
Jim Critchley Gary Smith Barbara Bovee Victor Dominguez 
Doug DeSanti  Toni Brophy Larry Heidenberg 
Kay Lewis  Sandy Nygaard Lorenzo Henry 
Marilyn Price  Randy Perkins Charles Kramer 
Jerry Stein  Chad Rice Peggy Lahren 
Donald Uhles  Brenda Sutton Larry Lorenzen 
Bill White   Dona Markley 
Gary Woods   Susan Nicolas 
   Gerald Ollier 
   Howard Schwartz 
   Michel Sucher 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Kay Lewis called the regular meeting of the Education Committee to order at 9:03 a.m.  
A quorum was present. 

 
II. DISCUSS/AMEND and APPROVE AGENDA  

Kay Lewis requested that there be a change in the order of agenda moving “New 
Business” Item “A” right after “Chairperson’s Report”.  Committee approved. 

 
III. DISCUSS/AMEND and APPROVE MINUTES 

A motion was made by Bill White, seconded by Doug DeSanti, to approve the Minutes 
from February 21, 2003, as presented.  Motion carried. 
 

IV. DHS REPORT/INFORMATION 
 Victor Dominguez informed the Committee of the upcoming move of the Bureau from its 

current location to the new ADHS Building located at 150 North 18th Avenue, Fifth 
Floor, Suite 540, in Phoenix.  The move will be effective July 22, 2003.  He also told the 
group that the Bureau would be closed on Friday, July 18th, and Monday, July 21st 
because of the move. 

 
V. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 

Kay Lewis announced that Central Region is giving out awards for excellence in various 
categories and Orlando Alcordo has been nominated for “Paramedic” and also “EMS 
Educator”.  Kay Lewis then asked Bill White to share a photo he had of Dr. Richard 
Carmona and the Indian Health Services’ Chief when they visited Ak-Chin.  Bill White 
then spoke about the visit. 
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VII. NEW BUSINESS 
 A. Draft Rules for EMT Training Program Course Requirements 
  Dona Markley presented this item and gave a brief history on the draft rules and 

the differences between the current rules and the new draft rules.  Kay Lewis 
suggested we go through the draft rules page by page to address any concerns, 
questions, or changes the Committee may have and the Committee agreed.  A 
discussion on page 3, section A, subsection 6, having to do with the maximum 
number of students allowed to enroll in a course ensued.  A motion from Doug 
DeSanti and seconded by Jerry Stein to have initial training programs having a 
maximum of 24 students enrolled and refresher programs having a maximum of 
32 students was presented to the Committee.  Motion carried. 

 
  Next a discussion ensued re:  Page 3, section A, subsection 7 as to the ratio of 

students to preceptor.  It was finally decided to change the ratio from 8 students to 
1 preceptor, to 4 students to 1 preceptor for clinical training and a ratio of 1 
student to 1 preceptor for field training.  At this point, it was decided instead of 
motioning on each change, it would be easier to motion on all the changes on 
each page or on a group of pages.  On page 4, section B, subsection 2, change the 
minimum course length from 115 contact hours to 110 contact hours.  On page 4, 
section B, subsection 7a and 7b, eliminate the number of hours of instruction and 
eliminate subsection 7c completely.  On page 5, section B, subsections 6a and 6b, 
also eliminate the number of hours of instruction and eliminate subsection 6c 
completely.  Gary Woods motioned, with a second by Doug DeSanti, to accept all 
suggested changes through page 5.  Motion carried. 

 
  A discussion ensued about having a minimum list of equipment for each course 

and a motion was made by Marilyn Price, seconded by Doug DeSanti, that there 
be an equipment list for each course and that the equipment be available all 
through the course.  Later, a friendly amendment to the motion to add “or as 
needed” at the end of the motion was requested.  With that amendment added, the 
motion was voted on.  Motion carried. 

 
  A discussion ensued on what level of reading skill should be required of students 

applying for EMT training and what tool or tools should be used to determine the 
reading level.  Jerry Stein motioned and Marilyn Price seconded that students be 
required to have at least a 9th grade reading level to be accepted into an EMT 
curriculum.  Motion carried.  A second motion was made by Jerry Stein, seconded 
by Bill White, that a training facility determine the mechanism they want to use to 
guarantee that the applying student’s minimum reading grade level is at 9th grade 
or higher.   Motion carried. 
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  The Committee next discussed what the minimum age should be for a student to 

enter an EMT course.  Jerry Stein motioned, Bill White seconded, that a person 
has to be at least 18 years of age before enrolling in an EMT course. 

  Motion carried. 
 
  Doug DeSanti suggested the Committee change page 6, section 2, subsections a, 

b, c, and d to eliminate the amount of hours from each subsection and have only a 
total amount of hours for all four subsections.  Later, it was determined that the 
same action should apply to page 8, section 2, subsections a, b, and c.  Doug 
DeSanti motioned, with a second by Gary Woods, that for an EMT-I course there 
should be a minimum course length of 400 contact hours of which there should be 
a minimum of 280 contact hours of didactic instruction and practical laboratory 
with the remaining hours to be applied to clinical training and field training; for 
an EMT-P course there should be a minimum course length of 1000 contact hours 
of which didactic instruction and practical laboratory will be a minimum of 500 
contact hours with the remaining  500 contact hours to be applied to clinical and 
field training.  Motion carried. 

 
  On page 7, section B, subsection 1b, the Committee suggested that the wording be 

changed to say, “Completion of a minimum of 24 clock hours of organized 
hazardous materials training meeting the requirements of NFP472 covering the 
competence required to respond to . . .” 

 
  A question on physical agility and background check for students wanting to 

become EMTs was brought up.  First, a discussion ensued on the physical agility 
requirements.  This would assure that students are aware of the physical agility 
necessary to complete the course competencies.  A motion by Jerry Stein and 
seconded by Kay Lewis that students are responsible for completing a statement 
of physical agility verification form prior to admission into an EMT-Basic course. 
After a long discussion, Kay Lewis requested a vote on the motion and there were 
6 Yes, 3 No, and 0 Abstentions.  Motion carried. 

 
  Next, a discussion on criminal disclosure ensued and, after Dona Markley 

explained that there was a criminal disclosure system already in place, it was felt 
no motion was needed. 

 
  The subject of rules governing qualifications of EMT course instructors was 

brought up and Dona Markley answered that this was covered in Article 3 of the 
new draft rules.  Kay Lewis asked about Instructional Strategies Course as a 
Requirement for Lead Instructors and Dona Markley replied that lead instructors 
are required to have 24 hours of training in instructional methodology. 
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VI. OLD BUSINESS 
 A. Alternatives to NREMT Testing Outside a Paramedic Course 
  Doug DeSanti announced that his group was having a freestanding NREMT test 

next week and there will be another one later on this year or next year. 
 
 B. Status of the Bureau Doing NREMT ALS Written Exam Concurrent with 

NREMT Basic Exams 
  Victor Dominguez said the Bureau has the ability to do this and that we have 

done it in the past.  The Bureau needs about four weeks notice from parties who 
would like to do this because the Bureau doesn’t keep the NREMT ALS exams in 
stock and we have to order them.  Victor said we have the ability to do this in the 
Central Region and Northern Region.  If someone in another region was 
interested, the Bureau could probably send a representative to that region to give 
the exam.  In the interest of time, the process will be outlined next meeting. 

 
 C. Report on the Rules Package on Items Affecting Training Programs 
  This was already covered in VII.A. above. 
 
 D. Validation of EMT Training Program Success Using NR Scores from First 

Test Attempt 
  After a discussion on this item ensued, Kay Lewis asked for this item to be tabled 

until the next meeting, with the caveat to the members that they discuss the issues 
with their peers and come to the table with solid suggestions.  The Committee 
agreed. 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

B. Status of Instructional Strategies Course as a Requirement for Lead 
Instructors in EMT Program 

  This item was already discussed in New Business Item A. 
   
 C. Status of Reading Assessment as Prerequisite to EMT-Basic Initial Course 
  This item was already discussed in New Business Item A. 
 
 D. Documentation of Clinical and Field Internship Patient Experiences and 

HIPPA Regulations 
  Kay Lewis spoke on this item.  She said the two exhibits she placed in the Agenda 

packet are what she is using at Phoenix College to cover the HIPPA Regulations.  
She brought these forms with the permission of the Maricopa County Community 
College District’s legal counsel.  Kay noted that all EMT students, faculty and 
staff sign the forms each semester and the gravity of the issues are discussed in 
detail.  Kay also stated the patient assessment and skills documentation forms 
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  following DOT and Arizona guidelines used by Phoenix College were given to 

District, along with an explanation of how cases were discussed in class, and legal 
counsel was satisfied with them.  She told the Committee that if anyone wants to 
use an adaptation of these forms at their workplace, she has no problem with it.  
No action by the Committee on this item. 

 
 E. Expanded Role of EMTs 
  Kay Lewis asked the Committee if anyone would want to volunteer to work on an 

independent task force to draft a document on expanding the role of EMTs.  She 
said that Michel Sucher asked her to talk to the Committee about this because if 
sometime in the future the scope of practice is going to expand for paramedics 
then the curriculum for paramedics will definitely have to be developed to cover 
this expansion.  The Bureau is looking at eventually having “medics” that have 
had special training so that they can perform diagnostics and do differentials in 
the field and then contact their medical director for the decision to let the patient 
stay at home.  Kay Lewis would like to form two independent task forces:  The 
first task force to look at the feasibility of a general expansion of the paramedic 
role and the second task force to look at a truly expanded scope of practice 
producing these “medics”.  The following people volunteered to work on either 
one or both of the task forces:  Toni Brophy (both), Donald Uhles (both), Brenda 
Sutton (both), Bryan Smith (both), Jerry Stein (both), Sandy Nygaard, and 
Orlando Alcordo.  This item will be placed on the next meeting’s agenda.  No 
action by the Committee. 

 
 F. Status of CombiTube™ for EMTs 
  Victor Dominguez told the Committee that he thinks that the CombiTube™ will 

be added to Article 8 of the new rules.  Kay Lewis asked that the status of Article 
8 be in the “Old Business” of the next meeting’s agenda. 

 
VIII. CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Susan Nicolas spoke on changes of the Drug Box list.  Those changes are:  On Lasix, 
there were some “or’s” added so that EMTs would not have to carry excessive amounts 
of the drug; the second change was on Versed, where you can carry a smaller quantity 
than had initially been stated; and the last change was for aspirin, where instead of being 
a range of 50-100 you had to carry, it is now 36-100.  She said that copies of the new 
Drug Box list would be sent out to the different agencies and hospitals. 

 
IX. MEMBERS’ EDUCATIONAL and INFORMATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no items under this category. 
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X. NEXT MEETING 

The next regular meeting of the Education Committee is scheduled for September 26, 
2003, at 9:00 a.m. at the new ADHS Building downtown that Victor Dominguez spoke of 
earlier in the meeting.  The meeting will be in the large conference room on the fifth 
floor, Room 540A. 

 
Agenda Items that will be forwarded to the September 26th meeting: 
 
“Old Business” 
1. Validation of EMT Training Program Success Using NR Scores from First Test 

Attempt – K. Lewis/V. Dominguez (Discussion/Decision) 
2. Rules Change Package and Status – J. Crume/D. Markley (Information/Discussion) 
3. Status of Article 8 – K. Lewis/V. Dominguez (Discussion/Decision) 

 
“New Business” 
1. Expanded Scope of Practice and Expanded Role of EMTs – K. Lewis 

(Discussion/Decision) 
2. 24-hour HAZMAT First Responder Course for EMT-Basics – M. Price 

(Discussion/Decision)  
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
There was motion for adjournment by Bill White, seconded by Donald Uhles, which was 
passed by the Committee members.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 

 
 

Approved by the Education Committee on 9/26/03 
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